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To  document  theophany  (manifestation  of  the  divine)  in  daily  life,  preserving  institutional  memory.
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"Looking"  is  analyzed  to  examine  how  churches  and  para-church  organizations  use  photography  to...

This  article,  grounded  in  the  intersection  between  media  management  practice  and  reflection...

Keywords:  Documentary  Photography.  Institutional  Memory.  Ecclesial  Communication.  Volunteer  Management.  

Visual  Hermeneutics.

Against  the  erosion  of  forgetting.  Using  concepts  from  Archival  Science,  Semiotics,  and  Theology.

mediation  between  the  institution  and  society.  In  the  ecclesiastical  environment,  the  image  is  not  only

Academic  theology  proposes  an  in-depth  investigation  into  what  we  call  "liturgy  of

This  article  explores  the  hermeneutic  and  documentary  function  of  photography  in  the  context  of  contemporary  religious  

organizations.  In  the  light  of  Roland  Barthes'  image  theory  and  Paul  Tillich's  theology  of  culture,  the  study  analyzes  

how  the  professional  management  of  visual  archives  transcends  mere  technical  recording,  acting  as  a  tool  for  building  

denominational  identity  and  preserving  collective  memory.  The  research  investigates  models  of  creative  volunteer  

management,  based  on  Herzberg's  motivation  theories  and  situational  leadership,  essential  for  the  sustainability  of  

media  departments  in  churches.  It  also  discusses  the  ethics  of  imagetic  representation  of  the  sacred  in  the  social  media  

era  and  the  role  of  the  photographic  archive  as  a  primary  source  for  ecclesiastical  historiography.

Strategic  governance  and  evangelization  strategies.

The  liturgy  of  the  gaze:  photography,  institutional  memory  and  theology  of  communication  in  ecclesiastical  organizations

The  liturgy  of  the  gaze:  photography,  institutional  memory,  and  the  theology  of  communication  in  ecclesiastical  

organizations.

This  article  explores  the  hermeneutical  and  documentary  function  of  photography  in  the  context  of  contemporary  religious  

organizations.  In  light  of  Roland  Barthes's  theory  of  the  image  and  Paul  Tillich's  theology  of  culture,  the  study  analyzes  

how  the  professional  management  of  visual  archives  transcends  mere  technical  recording,  acting  as  a  tool  for  constructing  

denominational  identity  and  preserving  collective  memory.  The  research  investigates  models  of  creative  volunteer  

management,  based  on  Herzberg's  theories  of  motivation  and  situational  leadership,  essential  for  the  sustainability  of  

media  departments  in  churches.  It  also  discusses  the  ethics  of  the  imagistic  representation  of  the  sacred  in  the  age  of  

social  networks  and  the  role  of  the  photographic  archive  as  a  primary  source  for  ecclesiastical  historiography.

Keywords:  Documentary  Photography.  Institutional  Memory.  Ecclesial  Communication.  Volunteer  Management.  Visual  
Hermeneutics.

Patricia  Malafaia  Bonfim  Araujo  -  Bachelor's  degree  in  Advertising  and  Public  Relations  (Veiga  de  Almeida  University,  

2004).  MBA  in  Marketing  Administration  and  Business  Communication  (Veiga  de  Almeida  University,  2007).  Specialist  

in  Digital  Marketing  (2019).

Introduction

In  the  post-truth  and  hypervisual  era,  photography  assumes  a  central  role  in

Illustrative;  it  is  constitutive  of  contemporary  religious  experience  and  identity  formation.

Systematically,  we  examine  the  processes  of  capturing,  curating,  and  disseminating  images  as  acts.
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structured.  This  requires  the  media  manager  to  have  a  hybrid  competence  between  archival  technique  and...

The  conceptual  distinction  between  document  and  monument,  proposed  by  the  historian  Jacques  Le

Beyond  its  historical  value,  photography  monumentalizes  faith  by  creating  visual  icons  that  inspire.

The  implementation  of  rigorous  digital  archiving  policies,  based  on  standards.

Devotion  and  a  sense  of  belonging.  The  image  of  a  moment  of  revival,  of  social  action.

The  powerful  Ekklesia  (assembly  of  the  called).  The  professional  management  of  these  visual  records,

Roland  Barthes,  in  his  seminal  work  "Camera  Lucida,"  introduces  the  concept  of  "that-was."

sociological.  It  allows  for  diachronic  analyses  of  the  evolution  of  the  aesthetics  of  worship,  the  changes

Therefore,  it  cannot  be  treated  as  a  peripheral  or  merely  technical  activity,  but  must  be...

the  historical  existence  of  the  community  in  time  and  space,  and,  at  the  same  time,  monumentalizing

As  a  document,  a  photograph  provides  irrefutable  proof  of  the  occurrence  of  an  event  —  a

to  the  founders  and  the  sacrifices  of  the  pioneers.

finding  themselves  unable  to  visually  and  emotionally  connect  the  new  generations  to  their  roots.

Goff  is  fundamental  to  understanding  the  dual  role  of  photography  in  the  modern  church.

In  a  faith-based  institution,  certifying  the  presence  of  the  assembled  community  is  a  theological  statement.

Maintaining  organized  visual  archives  is  currently  suffering  from  a  kind  of  institutional  amnesia.

using  theological  tags,  precise  dates,  identification  of  characters  and  liturgical  events  —

It  transforms  a  simple,  disorganized  "image  bank"  into  a  "knowledge  bank."
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Photography  thus  becomes  an  indispensable  primary  source  for  historical  research  and

a  council,  a  temple  inauguration,  a  collective  baptism;  as  a  monument,  it  perpetuates  a

deliberate  intention  of  memory,  constructing  the  idealized  self-image  of  the  institution  for  the

Meetings  often  fail  to  capture  the  atmosphere,  emotion,  and  social  dynamics,  revealing  the  details.

It  is  merely  stored,  but  retrievable  and  usable  strategically.  Metadata  indexing  —

knowledge  of  the  denomination's  history  and  theology,  ensuring  the  classification  of  images.

regarded  as  central  to  denominational  historiography.  Centuries-old  churches  that  failed  in

1.  Photography  as  Document  and  Monument  in  Ecclesiastical  History

Respect  the  language  and  culture  of  the  institution.

Sacred  architecture  throughout  the  decades.  These  visual  records  offer  insights  that  texts  and  minutes  of

of  the  faith  community  at  different  times.

Their  leaders,  rites,  and  liturgies,  transforming  the  ephemeral  into  the  perennial.

(ça  a  été),  defining  the  essence  of  photography  as  a  certification  of  presence  and  reality.  For

demographic  and  racial  changes  within  the  congregation,  the  transformation  of  dress  codes,  and  the  adaptation  of

International  archival  description  standards  (such  as  ISAD-G)  allow  the  photographic  collection  to  be  non-

An  impactful  or  charismatic  leader  in  action  becomes  a  symbol  that  unites  the  community.

posterity.  Institutional  religious  photography  operates  simultaneously  on  these  two  fronts,  validating
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as  means  through  which  the  sacred  manifests  itself  in  the  profane  world.  Ecclesiastical  photography

It  focuses  on  the  open  Bible.  These  aesthetic  choices  are  not  neutral;  they  carry  intentions.

Finally,  the  preservation  of  these  documents/monuments  is  an  act  of  Christian  stewardship.  Thus

not  just  the  facts,  but  the  "atmosphere"  and  the  mystery  of  worship.

2.  The  Aesthetics  of  the  Sacred  and  the  Semiotics  of  the  Religious  Image

Visual  communication  in  the  contemporary  church  deals  with  the  theological  and  aesthetic  challenge  of

To  represent  the  unrepresentable.  Paul  Tillich's  theology  of  culture  suggests  that  cultural  forms—

It  attempts  to  make  visible  the  inner  experience  of  faith:  the  raising  of  hands,  the  penitent's  tear,  the  light  that

Theological  and  communicational  factors  that  shape  the  observer's  perception  of  what  worship  is  and  who  is  involved.

Deceptive.  Aesthetics  should  be  a  servant  of  theology,  not  its  substitute.  The  pursuit  of  excellence.

The  technical  use  of  dramatic  lighting,  shallow  depth  of  field  (bokeh)  to  isolate

God  in  that  context.

church  structure.  This  discernment  requires  training  that  goes  beyond  photographic  technique,

Just  as  scribes  preserved  sacred  texts,  the  church's  photographers  and  archivists  are  called...

whether  journalistic  or  amateur,  it  embraces  a  cinematic  and  artistic  language,  seeking  to  capture

often  imperfect  community.  The  danger  is  turning  worship  into  a  spectacle  to  be

to  preserve  the  visual  memory  of  God's  deeds  among  his  people.  Without  this  preservation

The  fabrication  of  a  triumphalist  history  that  erases  the  struggles  and  contradictions  inherent  in  any  group.
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Contemporary  art,  influenced  by  this  search  for  cultural  relevance,  has  moved  away  from  purely  aesthetic  approaches.

human.

photographed,  where  visual  performance  overshadows  spiritual  authenticity.

including  art,  architecture  and  photography  —  can  be  carriers  of  religious  substance,  serving

that  fascinates  and  terrifies  —  as  described  by  theologian  Rudolf  Otto  in  "The  Holy."  The  photograph

If  intentional,  the  church's  identity  risks  becoming  diluted  by  the  fluidity  of  time,  losing  its...

The  beauty  of  the  image  should  serve  the  truth  of  the  event,  and  not  the  vanity  of  the  performance  or  marketing.

However,  this  aestheticization  brings  significant  risks  that  must  be  analyzed  from  a  specific  perspective.

Managing  these  visual  monuments  requires  ethical  responsibility  to  avoid  falling  into  idolatry  or...

Details  and  compositions  based  on  the  golden  ratio  aim  to  evoke  a  sense  of  the  numinous—the  sacred.

A  reference  point  for  where  it  came  from  and,  consequently,  clarity  about  where  it's  going.

from  the  semiotics  of  the  image,  studied  by  authors  such  as  Umberto  Eco.  When  the  photograph  of  the  cult  is

If  it  is  excessively  produced,  staged,  or  edited,  it  can  slip  into  simulation,  creating  a

The  photography  and  media  manager  must  act  as  an  ethical  and  theological  curator,  ensuring  that

hyperreality  —  a  concept  by  Jean  Baudrillard  —  which  disconnects  the  image  from  real  experience  and

The  visual  aspect  should  reflect  the  glory  of  God,  not  the  photographer's  technical  skill  or  the  grandeur  of  the...
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Hersey  and  Blanchard's  Situational  Leadership  model  offers  an  applicable  and  efficient  approach  for...

The  volunteer  program  should  be  structured  not  only  as  a  service  schedule,

A  brand's  visual  identity  is  reinforced  and  consolidated  through  repetition.

True  and  sustainable  motivation  stems  from  a  sense  of  transcendent  purpose  and  technical  skills.

but  as  a  lifelong  learning  journey ,  where  the  church  functions  as

Intense  emotional  expressions,  movement,  raised  hands,  and  colored  lighting,  communicating

Committed,  the  style  should  be  one  of  delegation,  offering  creative  autonomy  and  responsibility.

The  production  of  visual  content  in  churches  depends  primarily  on  the  workforce  of

A  profile  of  spirituality.  Photography,  therefore,  is  a  non-verbal  theological  language  that  needs...

dynamism  and  pneumatological  expertise.
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delving  into  reflection  on  the  nature  of  worship  and  truth.

3.  Creative  Volunteer  Management:  Theories  and  Practices

In  media  volunteering,  state-of-the-art  equipment  can  act  as  hygiene  factors,  but  the

Intensive  technical  training  and  close  monitoring;  for  the  competent  veteran  and

A  school  of  arts  and  communication.  Technical  mentoring,  where  professionals  in  the  field  donate  their  time.

environment)  of  "motivational  factors"  (achievement,  recognition,  responsibility).  In  the  context  of

to  train  lay  people,  it  raises  the  standard  of  quality  —  validating  the  theological  concept  of  offering  the

the  church's  positioning  in  society  and  its  role  in  attracting  people  who  identify  with  it.

Managing  these  heterogeneous  teams:  the  media  leader  must  adapt  their  management  style  accordingly.

God  is  better  served  —  and  it  retains  talents  who  feel  valued  for  the  educational  investment  they  have  received.

The  volunteer  needs  to  have  both  technical  and  psychological  maturity.  For  beginners,  a  directive  style  is  necessary,  with

communicating  rationality  and  order;  a  Pentecostal  or  charismatic  church  may  focus  on

growth.

—  which  communicates,  without  the  need  for  words,  the  theology,  liturgy,  and  culture  of  that  community.

Herzberg,  in  his  Two-Factor  Theory,  distinguishes  between  "hygiene  factors"  (working  conditions,

consistent  with  certain  aesthetic  and  semiotic  codes.  A  church  that  emphasizes  biblical  teaching.

Leadership  adapted  to  the  realities  of  the  non-profit  sector  and  faith-based  organizations.  Frederick

regarding  projects.  This  flexibility  in  leadership  is  crucial  to  keep  the  team  engaged  and  constantly...

An  exhibition  might  favor  clear  photos,  focusing  on  the  pulpit,  the  notes,  and  the  open  Bibles.

Consistency  in  these  records  creates  a  visual  brand  —  or  an  iconographic  identity.

specific  to  the  external  observer.  Managing  this  visual  identity  is  strategic  for  the

volunteers.  Managing  this  specific  type  of  human  capital  requires  the  application  of  motivation  theories  and

to  be  spoken  fluently  and  intentionally.

offered.
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real.

Organizing  work  schedules  and  processes  (workflow)  is  vital  to  avoid  burnout  and

sharing,  transforming  each  member  into  an  organic  micro-influencer  for  the  brand.

Pastoral  care,  and  not  just  an  internal  content  production  agency.  When  the  volunteer  is  cared  for,

that  generate  value,  inspire,  inform,  or  move,  attracting  interested  parties  to  your  sales  funnel.

Whether  it's  a  church  service  or  a  social  event  on  his  social  media,  he  is  publicly  validating  his  identity.

The  public  actively  consumes  media  to  satisfy  psychological  and  social  needs,  such  as

Fundamental  to  visual  innovation,  the  media  team  should  be  a  space  of  community  and  care.

Engagement  and  discipleship.  The  image  is  not  the  end,  but  the  means  of  connection  that  leads  to  relationship.

High-quality  institutional  photography  provides  the  "material"  or  visual  asset  for  that.

The  exploitation  of  volunteers.  Service  in  the  church  should  not  compete  in  a  predatory  way  with  life.

The  work  is  carried  out  with  joy  and  excellence.

The  church.  The  concept  of  "Content  Marketing"  applies  perfectly  here:  the  church  produces  images.

The  individual's  professional,  academic,  or  family  life.  The  use  of  modern  management  tools

The  culture  of  "professional  volunteering"  should  be  the  goal  of  effective  management.  This  term  does  not

It  refers  not  to  remuneration,  but  to  attitude:  amateur  in  the  etymological  sense  of  loving  what  you  do,  but

The  flame  of  service  is  lit.

to  be  at  its  maximum  to  ensure  the  smooth  flow  of  service.

attention  and  social  capital.  The  "Uses  and  Gratifications"  theory  in  mass  communication  suggests  that

Documentary  photography  of  missions  and  social  actions  possesses  a  rhetorical  and  mobilizing  power.

artistic  sensitivity.  The  leader  must  know  how  to  give  constructive  feedback  on  artistic  work  without...

Clear  and  asynchronous  project  planning  and  communication  channels  are  essential  for  coordinating  teams  working  together.

religious  affiliation  and  their  sense  of  belonging  to  that  community  within  their  network  of  contacts.

immense,  often  exceeding  the  scope  of  the  text.  Images  that  depict  the  reality  of  the  mission  field.

Finally,  managing  volunteers  in  creative  fields  involves  dealing  with  subjectivity  and...

4.  Photography  as  a  Tool  for  Engagement  and  Digital  Evangelism

Professionalism  in  delivery,  punctuality,  technique,  and  ethics.  Building  this  culture  requires  a  leader.

Social  integration  and  the  construction  of  personal  identity.  When  a  member  shares  a  photo  of
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Volunteers  stay  where  they  feel  they  are  growing  and  contributing  significantly.

To  discourage  or  harm  the  volunteer.  Creating  a  safe  environment  for  experimentation  and  for  error  is

only  in  partial  and  fragmented  periods.  Bureaucracy  should  be  minimal,  but  organization  should

Someone  who  sets  an  example  and  inspires  the  team  through  vision,  not  just  by  assigning  tasks.

Public  and  private  recognition  of  the  work  of  volunteers  is  the  emotional  fuel  that  sustains  them.

In  the  age  of  social  media  and  the  culture  of  connection,  photography  has  become  the  currency  of...
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5.  Ethics,  Image  Rights,  and  Privacy  in  Sacred  Spaces

The  emotion  of  the  in-person  environment  is  conveyed  to  the  virtual  viewer.

online  environment.  Photography  helps  break  down  the  screen  barrier,  conveying  human  warmth  and...

as  discussed  by  critic  Susan  Sontag  in  "Regarding  the  Pain  of  Others"  —  calls  upon  the  viewer

Raw  footage  and  metadata.  The  versatility  of  the  photography  team  in  producing  native  content.

from  the  photographer  and  the  leadership.

Connection.  Photography  thus  becomes  a  tool  for  actively  listening  to  the  congregation.

The  digital  church  is  not  just  video  streaming,  but  the  complete  visual  experience  extended  to...

Finally,  digital  evangelism  through  photography  requires  intentionality.  Simply  posting  is  not  enough.

Effective.  The  image  of  the  "other"  in  need,  when  captured  with  dignity,  ethics,  and  empathy  —

Deeply  intimate  and  personal.  Capturing  moments  of  spiritual  vulnerability  —  such  as  crying,

The  enactment  of  the  General  Data  Protection  Law  (LGPD)  and  increased  awareness

Intense  prayer  or  a  moment  of  appeal  at  the  altar—requires  rigorous  ethical  discernment  on  the  part  of  the  person.

transcendence,  pointing  towards  the  supreme  beauty  of  the  Creator.

Institutional  institutions  require  informative,  high-resolution  photos;  historical  archives  need  records.

Events  (live  blogging  visuals)  create  a  sense  of  urgency  and  participation  for  those  working  remotely.
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It  provides  valuable  data  on  what  resonates  with  the  community.  This  data  can  inform  decisions.

pastoral  and  communication  initiatives,  revealing  which  themes,  events,  or  approaches  are  generating  the  most  interest.

digital  platform.  Instagram  demands  a  curated  feed  aesthetic  and  authentic  Stories ;  the  website

religious.  The  temple  is,  legally,  a  space  of  public  access,  but  the  act  of  worship  is

Expressing  one's  gaze  from  a  distance  and  abolishing  the  use  of  flash  during  solemn  moments  are  technical  practices  that

Analysis  of  photo  engagement  metrics  (likes,  shares,  saves)

Furthermore,  digital  photography  allows  for  real-time  interaction.  Live  coverage  of

The  context  and  the  call  to  action  transform  the  photo  into  a  visual  evangelistic  tract.

In  a  world  saturated  with  empty  images,  Christian  photography  must  be  meaningful  and  meaningful.

The  contemporary  challenge  is  to  adapt  visual  language  to  the  specific  grammar  of  each  [context].

The  church  photographer  should  adopt  a  posture  of  "invisibility,"  recording  the

or  the  impact  of  social  projects  sensitize  donors  and  mobilize  new  volunteers  in  a  way

to  ethical  and  compassionate  action,  breaking  through  indifference.

Multi-format  communication  (omnichannel  communication)  is  a  critical  competency  in  church  communication.

contemporary.

Regarding  image  rights,  new  and  complex  ethical  and  legal  challenges  are  imposed  on  the  practice  of  photography.

moments  without  interfering  in  them  or  becoming  the  center  of  attention.  The  use  of  telephoto  lenses  to  capture

Beautiful  photos;  it's  necessary  to  link  the  image  to  a  message  of  hope  and  truth.  The  caption,  the
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Once  it's  posted,  the  church's  responsibility  increases.  The  media  team  needs  to  be  trained.

immediate  storage  and  planning  for  robust  long-term  digital  preservation  strategies,  including

In  short,  regardless  of  its  technical  quality,  image  protection  is  a  form  of...

Treated  with  clarity  and  fairness.  Although  the  work  is  voluntary,  the  moral  authorship  of  the  work  remains.

The  protection  of  images  of  minors  and  people  in  vulnerable  situations.

The  Child  and  Adolescent  Statute  (ECA)  and  common  sense  recommend  extreme  caution.  Children's  faces  are  not...

Periodic  migration  of  formats  and  data  redundancy  (cloud  backups,  local  servers  and

Rapid  technological  obsolescence  represents  the  greatest  threat  to  the  preservation  of  today's

Machine  learning  can  be  used  for  the  automatic  cataloging  of  thousands  of  photos.
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The  curation  of  images  is  the  second  ethical  filter.  Images  that  display  clothing.

with  the  photographer.  Agreements  for  the  transfer  of  usage  rights  to  the  institution  must  be  formalized  for

of  a  "Digital  Dark  Age,"  a  future  where  old  files  become  unreadable  due  to  lack  of...

Photographic  coverage  during  religious  services  and  open  channels  for  requesting  photo  removal  are  common  practices.

Artificial  intelligence  (AI)  is  beginning  to  revolutionize  the  management  of  these  collections.  Algorithms  of

Regarding  the  risks  of  cyberbullying  and  the  misappropriation  of  images.  The  Christian  ethic  of  love  for

The  next  and  final  criterion  for  deciding  whether  or  not  a  photo  should  be  published  should  be:  "Does  this  edify?"

Visual  memory  of  institutions.  Vint  Cerf,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  internet,  warns  of  the  possibility

Inappropriate  behavior,  unfavorable  facial  expressions,  or  embarrassing  situations  should  be  avoided.

The  image  of  the  faithful  should  not  be  used  in  a  utilitarian  way  solely  to  promote  the  institution  or

compatible  software  or  hardware.  The  management  of  ecclesiastical  collections  must,  therefore,  transcend  the

(physical  copies  on  external  hard  drives  or  LTO  tapes).

necessary  and  urgent  compliance  measures .

To  avoid  future  litigation  and  ensure  the  legal  security  of  the  church's  assets.  To  acknowledge  the  credits  of

They  should  be  disclosed  without  the  express  authorization  of  those  responsible,  and  the  dignity  of  those  receiving  social  assistance  should  be  compromised.

Does  this  protect?  Does  this  honor?

Sheep  herding  and  care.  Terms  of  consent  for  use  of  image,  clear  notices  about

6.  Technology  and  Digital  Preservation:  The  Future  of  Memory

Furthermore,  the  issue  of  authorship  and  copyright  of  volunteer  photographers  must  be  addressed.

They  reflect  this  ethical  concern.  The  theology  of  human  dignity  should  guide  all  photographic  practice.

It  enhances  the  event,  but  it  must  respect  the  integrity  and  wishes  of  the  person  being  photographed.

In  the  environment  of  social  media,  where  control  over  the  dissemination  of  images  is  lost.

It  must  be  preserved,  avoiding  the  "pornography  of  poverty"  that  exploits  misery  to  raise  funds.

Those  assisted  by  church  social  projects  require  additional  safety  protocols.  The  Statute  of

It's  a  way  for  a  photographer  to  value  their  work  and  respect  the  law.
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The  analysis  demonstrates  that  photography  acts  as  a  powerful  social  cement,  uniting  the

Object  and  scene  recognition  for  classifying  events.  This  greatly  facilitates  retrieval.

"Digital  archivist"  is  a  new  ministerial  role  that  arises  from  this  need.  The  preservation  of

performing  facial  recognition  to  identify  members  and  leaders  over  the  years,  and

CONCLUSION

Effective  apologetics  in  the  digital  public  space.  The  effective  management  of  these  collections,  based  on

It  produces  thousands  of  photos  per  year  but  does  not  invest  in  the  preservation  and  organization  of  this  data.

Photography  is  much  more  than  just  a  technical  or  aesthetic  medium;  it  is  a  cultural  practice.

A  community  built  around  a  shared  and  coherent  visual  narrative.  It  validates  the  experience.

in  a  constantly  changing  world.

Interactive  exhibitions  of  historical  photos  can  engage  new  generations  in  a  way  that

In  conclusion,  technology  is  a  powerful  ally,  but  it  requires  competent  management.

Visual  memory  is  not  a  luxury,  but  a  vital  necessity  for  the  continuity  of  the  church's  identity.

doomed  to  lose  its  recent  history,  creating  irreparable  gaps  in  its  institutional  memory.

Digitizing  old  analog  collections  (paper  photos,  slides,  negatives)  is  another

Urgent  task  ahead.  Many  churches  have  boxes  of  photos  deteriorating  in  damp  cabinets.  Rescue  is  needed.

imperatives  for  the  sustainability  of  the  institutional  memory  and  the  communicative  relevance  of  the  church

Strategically,  the  investment  is  in  state-of-the-art  cameras  and  lenses.  A  church  that

a  relevant  form  in  the  21st  century.

Investment  in  IT  infrastructure  —  secure  servers,  storage  systems

of  historical  images.  However,  technological  dependence  should  not  eliminate  the  human  gaze  and

Systematic  training  of  volunteers  represents  not  only  operational  improvements,  but  also...

It  subjectively  documents  institutional  growth  and  serves  as  a  tool.

The  community's  cultural  heritage.  Digital  restoration  technology  can  recover  images.

of  memory.  Virtual  museums  of  church  history,  immersive  tours  of  ancient  temples  or

Physical  albums  are  not  enough.  The  church  must  be  attentive  to  these  innovations  in  order  to  tell  its  story  of

Network-attached  devices  (NAS)  and  digital  asset  management  (DAM)  software  —  it's  that  important.

in  contemporary  times.
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Theological  considerations  lie  in  the  selection  and  interpretation  of  what  is  historically  relevant.

In-depth  research  into  the  liturgy  of  the  gaze  in  the  ecclesiastical  context  reveals  that...

documentary  and  theological  information  of  high  strategic  relevance.  The  professionalization  of  image  management  and  the

The  professional  digitization  of  this  material  is  an  act  of  honoring  the  ancestors  and  preserving  their  heritage.

damaged,  restoring  their  visibility  and  value.

Virtual  reality  (VR)  and  augmented  reality  (AR)  point  to  the  future  of  experience.
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Sound  archival  principles  and  ethical  sensitivity  ensure  that  the  church's  legacy  is  not  lost.

The  study  points  to  the  urgent  need  for  an  "education  of  the  gaze"  within  the

Updating  protocols.  The  church  should  be  an  example  of  respect  for  privacy  and  the  law,  protecting

Inspiring.

used  in  service  of  memory,  not  forgetting.
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