
This  article  analyzes  Brazilian  corporate  internationalization  from  a  legal  perspective,  highlighting  the  importance  of  

specialized  legal  support  as  a  strategic  factor  in  global  expansion.  The  research  adopts  a  qualitative  approach,  

through  a  literature  review  and  case  studies  of  real  Brazilian  companies  that  achieved  success  by  relying  on  specialized  

legal  advice.  It  demonstrates  that  the  lack  of  an  adequate  legal  structure  compromises  the  viability  of  

international  operations,  while  the  presence  of  qualified  lawyers  ensures  legal  certainty,  risk  reduction  and  

compliance  with  international  standards.
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Corporate  internationalization  is  one  of  the  most  striking  aspects  of  contemporary  globalization,  imposing  itself  as  

an  inevitable  strategy  for  organizations  that  aim  to  expand  their  competitive  frontiers,  consolidate  their  presence  in  global  

value  chains  and  ensure  resilience  in  the  face  of  fluctuations  in  domestic  markets.  This  process,  however,  should  not  

be  understood  merely  from  a  commercial  or  economic  perspective,  since  the  success  of  international  expansion  

rests,  above  all,  on  the  company's  legal  capacity  to  understand,  articulate  and  respect  the  various  regulatory  

systems  in  which  it  intends  to  operate.

In  the  current  scenario,  the  law  has  ceased  to  be  a  supporting  factor  and  has  become  a  structuring  element  of  

international  business  strategy.  The  lack  of  specialized  legal  advice  not  only  increases  the  risk  of  commercial  

failure,  but  can  also  make  the  implementation  of  internationalization  projects  unfeasible  from  the  outset.  Regulatory  

barriers,  trade  sanctions,  transnational  litigation  and  regulatory  instability  are  some  of  the  challenges  faced.
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3  INTERNATIONALIZATION  AND  ITS  LEGAL  COMPLEXITY

2  METHODOLOGY

SPECIALIZED  LAWYERS
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According  to  Assis  and  Moura  (2021),  "internationalization  requires  from  Brazilian  entrepreneurs  not  only  commercial  

boldness,  but  also  in-depth  legal  knowledge  of  foreign  regulatory  frameworks  and  international  treaties".

In  the  United  States,  for  example,  legal  requirements  range  from  authorizations  from  the  Bureau  of  Industry  and  Security  

(BIS)  to  strict  compliance  rules,  corporate  immigration  and  trade  defense.  Thus,  the  specialist  lawyer  acts  as  a  

strategic  facilitator,  minimizing  risks  and  optimizing  results.

Souza  (2020)  emphasizes  that  “a  specialized  lawyer  has  the  ability  to  orchestrate  the  company's  entry  into  a  new  market  

with  legal  certainty  and  a  long-term  vision”.

SoundFy,  a  Brazilian  company  in  the  tactical  equipment  sector,  has  successfully  expanded  into  the  United  

States  with  specialized  legal  advice.  The  process

Next,  two  practical  cases  are  examined:  the  Brazilian  companies  SoundFy  and  Homefy,  whose  internationalization  

processes  were  conducted  with  specialized  legal  support.  The  choice  of  cases  aims  to  illustrate,  in  an  applied  

way,  the  importance  of  legal  support  as  a  competitive  advantage.

Business  internationalization  involves  much  more  than  exporting  products  or  opening  a  branch  abroad.  It  is  a  

strategic  operation  that  requires  structural  legal  decisions  —  from  the  type  of  company  to  be  established  to  

issues  of  trademark  registration,  international  taxation  and  regulatory  compliance.

The  methodology  adopted  in  this  study  is  qualitative,  based  on  bibliographic  research  and  case  studies.  First,  a  

doctrinal  analysis  is  carried  out  on  the  role  of  Law  in  corporate  internationalization,  highlighting  topics  such  as  

international  tax  planning,  regulatory  compliance  and  intellectual  property  protection.

In  this  context,  this  article  aims  to  critically  analyze  Brazilian  corporate  internationalization  from  

a  legal-strategic  perspective,  demonstrating,  through  a  bibliographic  review  and  case  studies,  how  the  work  of  

specialized  lawyers  is  decisive  in  the  viability,  risk  management  and  sustainability  of  international  operations.
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6  INTERNATIONALIZATION  WITHOUT  A  LAWYER:  A  RISK

5  BENEFITS  OF  WORKING  WITH  A  SPECIALIZED  LAWYER

UNNECESSARY
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•  Reduction  of  legal  and  tax  risks;

•  Strategic  corporate  structuring  (LLCs,  holdings,  joint  ventures);

•  Registration  and  protection  of  trademarks  and  patents  in  multiple  jurisdictions;

Furthermore,  the  internationalized  lawyer  acts  as  an  intermediary  between  the  company  and  entities  such  as  

chambers  of  commerce,  consulates,  embassies,  customs  agents  and  regulatory  bodies.

Similarly,  Homefy,  a  technology  company  focused  on  home  security,  faced  legal  obstacles  in  its  entry  into  the  

European  market.  The  main  challenge  was  compliance  with  the  General  Data  Protection  Regulation  (GDPR),  violation  

of  which  could  result  in  severe  fines.  Thanks  to  legal  support,  the  company  achieved  full  compliance,  ensuring  its  

continued  presence  in  the  European  market.

The  presence  of  a  lawyer  with  international  expertise  guarantees:

SoundFy’s  CEO  stated:  “Without  expert  legal  support,  navigating  the  complexities  of  American  regulations  would  have  

been  impossible.  The  lawyer  was  the  maestro  of  our  international  operation.”

It  involved  everything  from  local  corporate  structuring  to  brand  registration  and  compliance  with  technical  and  

regulatory  standards  specific  to  that  market.

•  Compliance  with  international  treaties  and  local  regulations.

•  Efficient  and  legally  based  tax  planning;

Companies  that  enter  the  international  market  without  legal  guidance  often  face  trade  sanctions,  loss  of  brand,  tax  default  

and  even  expulsion  from  markets.

Lima  (2022)  warns:  “trying  to  enter  another  country  without  legal  guidance  is  like  sailing  on  the  high  seas  without  a  

compass  —  sooner  or  later,  shipwreck  is  inevitable.”

Common  mistakes  include  poor  choice  of  corporate  type,  failure  to  comply  with  local  labor  laws,  failure  to  comply  with  

technical  standards  and  failure  to  register  a  trademark.
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Therefore,  investing  in  international  legal  advice  is  not  a  cost,  but  a  measure  of  corporate  intelligence,  

capable  of  protecting  the  business  and  ensuring  its  longevity  in  global  markets.

Business  internationalization  cannot  be  dissociated  from  its  legal  complexity.  Building  a  solid  global  

business  requires  technical  planning,  strategic  vision  and  specialized  legal  advice.  The  role  of  the  

lawyer  becomes  essential  in  mediating  between  the  company  and  the  international  legal  system,  

ensuring  security,  efficiency  and  competitiveness.
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